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CADETS WA — BUSH RANGERS PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.03 am]: I inform the house of the continuing 
success of the Bush Rangers WA outdoor education program. Cadets WA statistics show that Bush Rangers is 
the most popular of the 10 cadet programs, having attracted one-quarter of all participants since 2010. Bush 
Rangers aims to develop personal, leadership and social skills of secondary school students aged 12 to 17 
through activities that are closely linked to the role and functions of the Department of Parks and Wildlife. Since 
it began as a pilot program in 1997, Bush Rangers has grown from a base of two schools and 25 participants to 
32 metropolitan and 26 regional units, with more than 2 500 participants. Overall, more than 13 000 young 
people have participated in the program, contributing more than 1.8 million volunteer hours to the environment 
and their communities. 

The program is endorsed by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority, which was formerly the 
Curriculum Council, and the completion of levels 1, 2 and 3 by Bush Ranger cadets in years 10, 11 and 12 
counts towards meeting the requirements of the Western Australian Certificate of Education. Two-thirds of Bush 
Ranger units are in government schools, with one-third in Catholic and independent schools, which highlights 
the program’s popularity across all schools. Another encouraging fact is that 48 per cent of Bush Rangers are 
female, which can be compared with the 39 per cent female participation in the broader Cadets WA program, 
while 20 per cent of all Bush Rangers are Aboriginal, which is an outstanding result. 

Bush Rangers are active in the state’s national parks and reserves, where they interact with experienced 
departmental staff and learn about land management operations. These interactions not only are great mentoring 
opportunities, but also assist in providing the foundation for possible future employees, including park rangers 
and wildlife officers. The program highlights the government’s continued commitment to education and training 
in the fields of conservation and science, as well as providing opportunities for young Western Australians to 
experience and learn about our natural environment. 
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